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Goals of This Book Series 

This book series aims to familiarize children with works of poetry from an early age, nurture the imagination, 

inspire an appreciation for beauty, encourage a mind for symbolism and nuance, foster the ability to narrate 

complex ideas, and expand children's vocabularies. Lessons are short and interactive by design to target 

elementary school-aged children. 

Inspiration for This Book Series 

Charlotte Mason, born in 1842, sought to provide teaching advice and strategies to instructors and 

homeschooling parents. She detailed her educational philosophies and methodologies in her multi-volume 

Home Education Series. She advocated for centering instruction around living works, such as the finest art, music, 

poetry, and prose. Mason recommended that from an early age, children engage in the regular study of poetry, 

including reciting poetry. In her Home Education Series, she writes, "éinclude a good deal of poetry, to 

accustom him to the delicate rendering of shades of meaning, and especially to make him aware that words 

are beautiful in themselves, that they are a source of pleasure, and are worthy of our honour; and that a 

beautiful word deserves to be beautifully said, with a certain roundness of tone and precision of utterance." 

 The Targeted Audience for This Book 

This book targets elementary school-aged children in grades four and up. 

Overview of This Book 

This book provides 36 lessons or enough for one lesson per week over a standard 36-week school year. This 

volume overviews nine literary devices: 1) Rhyming, 2) Alliteration, 3) Simile, 4) Metaphor, 5) Personification, 

6) Foreshadowing, 7) Allusion, 8) Hyperbole, and 9) Onomatopoeia. This course incorporates poetry, 

narration, copywork, dictation, device identification, device employment, and artwork. Featured poets include 

Christina Rossetti, Paul Laurence Dunbar, Alfred Lord Tennyson, William Wordsworth, Robert Frost, and 

Emily Dickinson. 
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How to Teach Using This Book 
 

The tables below outline the recommended instructional approach to teach a 36-week course using this book. 

Every Four Weeks ð Introduce a New Literary Device 

Section Title Section Instructions 

Introduction  

¶ Instructors overview the nine literary devices with students. 

¶ Instructors introduce the featured literary device to students. 

¶ Instructors and students review any provided examples. 

 

Every Week ð Introduce a New Poem 

Section Title Section Instructions 

Featured Poem 
¶ Students study one poem per week over the 36-week school year. 

¶ Students recite the poem line by line with instructor assistance. 

Synopsis Students read the summary of the poem. 

Recite Poem, Title, and Poet Students practice reciting the poem, the poem title, and the poet name. 

Narrate the Poem Students write a summary of the poem in their own words. 

Complete Copywork Students copy the provided poem excerpt. 

  Complete Dictations 
Instructors recite the excerpt, and students write the words as they are 
spoken. 

Device Identification and 
Employment 

¶ Students examine use of literary devices in lesson poems. 

¶ Students review instances of previously featured literary devices. 

¶ Students employ literary devices to compose their own poems. 

Create Novel Artwork Students generate unique art based on the poem or literary device. 
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PART I: RHYMING  

INTRODUCTION  

This book introduces nine common literary devices. Poets often employ literary devices, defined as "rules of 

thumb, convention, or structure that are employed in literature and storytelling." The list below enumerates 

the nine literary devices covered in this book. The first four lessons in this book focus on the sublime use of 

rhyme. 

1. Rhyming 

2. Alliteration 

3. Simile 

4. Metaphor 

5. Personification 

6. Foreshadowing 

7. Allusion 

8. Hyperbole 

9. Onomatopoeia 

Rhyming is defined as "a word that is pronounced identically with another word from the vowel in its stressed 
syllable to the end." A rhyme scheme is defined as "the pattern created by the rhymes at the ends of the lines 
of a stanza of poetry." 

1. Study the poem, "Little Miss Muffet," by Mother Goose, and identify the pairs of rhyming words. 
2. Note the rhyme scheme of A-A-B-C-C-B. 

Rhyme 
Scheme 

Poem Line 

A Little Miss Muffet 

A Sat on a tuffet, 

B Eating her curds and whey; 

C Along came a spider, 

C Who sat down beside her, 

B And frightened Miss Muffet away. 

Review the common rhyme schemes: 

¶ Traditional: A-B-A-B... 

¶ Couplet: A-A-B-B... 

¶ Enclosed: A-B-B-A... 

¶ Triplet: A-A-A-B-B-B... 
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LESSON 1: "REMEMBER"  
BY CHRISTINA ROSSETT I  (RHYMING)  

FEATURED POEM  

Remember me when I am gone away,  

Gone far away into the silent land; 

When you can no more hold me by the hand, 

Nor I half turn to go yet turning stay. 

Remember me when no more day by day 

You tell me of our future that you plann'd: 

Only remember me; you understand 

It will be late to counsel then or pray. 

Yet if you should forget me for a while 

And afterwards remember, do not grieve: 

For if the darkness and corruption leave 

A vestige of the thoughts that once I had, 

Better by far you should forget and smile 

Than that you should remember and be sad. 

SYNOPSIS 

In the poem title, the narrator asks the reader to remember something. The poem reveals that the narrator 

fears dying and leaving their loved one. The first eight lines plead with the reader not to forget to narrator. 

The remaining lines comfort the reader, asking that if the reader temporarily forgets and then remembers the 

narrator, not to feel guilty, but to be happy. The narrator expresses trepidation over where our spirits venture 

after death, referring to the "silent land" and "darkness and corruption." Note how the poet rhymes the last 

word of each line for effect. 

RECITE POEM , TITLE, AND POET  

Practice reciting the poem, the poem title, and the name of the poet. 
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NARRATE THE POEM   

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

COMPLETE COPYWORK 

Remember me when I am gone away, 

Gone far away into the silent land; 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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COMPLETE  DICTATION  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

DEVICE IDENTIFICATION  AND EMPLOYMENT  

1. Examine the rhyming scheme in the Mother Goose poem, "Humpty Dumpty." 

Humpty Dumpty sat on a wall 

Humpty Dumpty had a great fall. 

All the king's horses and all the king's men 

Couldn't put Humpty together again. 

Does the poem follow a traditional (ABAB), couplet (AABB), enclosed (ABBA), or triplet 
(AAABBB) rhyming scheme? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Study the poem and assign letters (A, B, é) to the rhyming words to reveal the rhyming scheme. 

Remember me when I am gone away,    (     ) 

Gone far away into the silent land;     (     ) 

When you can no more hold me by the hand,   (     ) 

Nor I half turn to go yet turning stay.    (     ) 

Remember me when no more day by day   (     ) 

You tell me of our future that you plann'd:   (     ) 

Only remember me; you understand    (     ) 

It will be late to counsel then or pray.    (     ) 

Yet if you should forget me for a while   (     ) 

And afterwards remember, do not grieve:   (     ) 

For if the darkness and corruption leave   (     ) 

A vestige of the thoughts that once I had,   (     ) 

Better by far you should forget and smile   (     ) 

Than that you should remember and be sad.  (     ) 

Do the first eight lines of the poem follow a traditional (ABAB), couplet (AABB), enclosed 
(ABBA), or triplet (AAABBB) rhyming scheme? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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3. Write a poem of four lines, employing the traditional rhyming scheme, A-B-A-B. 

   _________________________________________________________________________ (A) 

   _________________________________________________________________________ (B) 

   _________________________________________________________________________ (A) 

   _________________________________________________________________________ (B) 

CREATE NOVEL ARTWORK  (Sketch something you would like to remember for all time.) 
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LESSON 2: " ALL THINGS BRIGHT AN D BEAUTIFUL "  
BY CECIL FRANCES ALEXAN DER (RHYMING)  

FEATURED POEM

1. All things bright and beautiful, 

All creatures great and small, 

All things wise and wonderful, 

The Lord God made them all. 

 

2. Each little flower that opens, 

Each little bird that sings, 

He made their glowing colors, 

He made their tiny wings. 

 

3. The rich man in his castle, 

The poor man at his gate, 

God made them, high or lowly, 

And ordered their estate. 

 

4. The purple-headed mountain, 

The river running by, 

The morning and the sunset, 

That lighted up the sky. 

5. The cold wind in the winter, 

The pleasant summer sun, 

The ripe fruits in the garden, 

He made them every one. 

 

6. The tall trees in the greenwood, 

The meadows where we play, 

The rushes by the water, 

We gather every day. 

 

7. He gave us eyes to see them, 

And lips that we might tell, 

How great is God Almighty, 

Who has made all things well. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

SYNOPSIS 

"All Things Bright and Beautiful" is a Christian hymn written in 1848 by Cecil Frances Alexander. The poetic 

text has been set to different melodies over the years. The text praises God for the brightness and beauty of 

the world, including flowers, birds, people from all walks of life, mountains, rivers, and trees. The text employs 

rhyming as a poetic device for effect. 
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RECITE POEM, TITLE, AND POET  

Practice reciting the poem, the poem title, and the name of the poet. 

NARRATE THE POEM   

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

COMPLETE COPYWORK 

The purple-headed mountain, 

The river running by, 

The morning and the sunset, 

That lighted up the sky; 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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COMPLETE DICTATION  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

DEVICE IDENTIFICATION  AND EMPLOYMENT  

1. Examine the rhyming scheme in the Mother Goose poem, "Bees."  

A swarm of bees in May 

Is worth a load of hay; 

A swarm of bees in June 

Is worth a silver spoon; 

A swarm of bees in July 

Is not worth a fly. 

Does the poem follow a traditional (ABAB), couplet (AABB), enclosed (ABBA), or triplet 
(AAABBB) rhyming scheme? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Study the poem excerpt and assign letters to the rhyming words to reveal the rhyming scheme. 

Each little flower that opens,     (     ) 

Each little bird that sings,      (     ) 

He made their glowing colors,     (     ) 

He made their tiny wings.      (     ) 

 

The rich man in his castle,      (     ) 

The poor man at his gate,      (     ) 

God made them, high or lowly,     (     ) 

And ordered their estate.      (     ) 
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3. Write a poem of four lines, employing the couplet rhyming scheme, A-A-B-B. 

   _________________________________________________________________________ (A) 

   _________________________________________________________________________ (A) 

   _________________________________________________________________________ (B) 

   _________________________________________________________________________ (B) 

CREATE NOVEL ARTWORK  (Draw something you find "bright and beautiful.") 
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LESSON 3: " CHRISTMAS CAROL"  
BY PAUL LAURENCE DUNBAR  (RHYMING)  

 

FEATURED POEM

1.  Ring out, ye bells! 

All Nature swells 

With gladness at the wondrous story, 

The world was lorn, 

But Christ is born 

To change our sadness into glory. 

 

2.  Sing, earthlings, sing! 

To-night a King 

Hath come from heaven's high throne to bless us. 

The outstretched hand 

O'er all the land 

Is raised in pity to caress us. 

 

3.  Come at his call; 

Be joyful all; 

Away with mourning and with sadness! 

The heavenly choir 

With holy fire 

Their voices raise in songs of gladness. 

 

4. The darkness breaks 

And Dawn awakes, 

Her cheeks suffused with youthful blushes. 

The rocks and stones 

In holy tones 

Are singing sweeter than the thrushes. 

 

5. Then why should we 

In silence be, 

When Nature lends her voice to praises; 

When heaven and earth 

Proclaim the truth 

Of Him for whom that lone star blazes? 

 

6. No, be not still, 

But with a will 

Strike all your harps and set them ringing; 

On hill and heath 

Let every breath 

Throw all its power into singing! 
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SYNOPSIS 

Paul Laurence Dunbar's "Christmas Carol" celebrates Christmas and the birth of Jesus Christ from the 

Christian Bible. The poem employs the literary device of rhyming. 

RECITE POEM, TITLE, AND POET  

Practice reciting the poem, the poem title, and the name of the poet. 

NARRATE THE POEM   

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

COMPLETE COPYWORK 

Ring out, ye bells! 

All Nature swells 

With gladness at the wondrous story, 

To change our sadness into glory. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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COMPLETE DICTATION  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

DEVICE IDENTIFICATION  AND EMPLOYMENT  

1. Examine the rhyming scheme in the Mother Goose poem, "Heigh-Ho, The Carrion Crow."  

A carrion crow sat on an oak, 
Fol de riddle, lol de riddle, hi ding doe, 
Watching a tailor shape his cloak 
Sing heigh-ho, the carrion crow. 

Does the poem follow a traditional (ABAB), couplet (AABB), enclosed (ABBA), or triplet 
(AAABBB) rhyming scheme? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Study the poem excerpt and assign letters to the rhyming words to reveal the rhyming scheme.  

Ring out, ye bells!        (     ) 

All Nature swells       (     ) 

With gladness at the wondrous story,   (     ) 

The world was lorn,       (     ) 

But Christ is born       (     ) 

To change our sadness into glory.    (     ) 

 

The darkness breaks.       (     ) 

And Dawn awakes,       (     ) 

Her cheeks suffused with youthful blushes. (     ) 

The rocks and stones.       (     ) 

In holy tones.        (     ) 

Are singing sweeter than the thrushes.  (     ) 
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3. Write a poem of six lines, employing the triplet rhyming scheme, A-A-A-B-B-B. 

   _________________________________________________________________________ (A) 

   _________________________________________________________________________ (A) 

   _________________________________________________________________________ (A) 

   _________________________________________________________________________ (B) 

   _________________________________________________________________________ (B) 

   _________________________________________________________________________ (B) 

CREATE NOVEL ARTWORK  (Illustrate what Christmas or another special holiday means to you.) 
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LESSON 4: " MERRY AUTUMN "  
BY PAUL LAURENCE DUNBAR  (RHYMING)  

FEATURED POEM

1. It's all a farce,ñthese tales they tell 

About the breezes sighing, 

And moans astir o'er field and dell, 

Because the year is dying. 

 

2. Such principles are most absurd, 

I care not who first taught 'em; 

There's nothing known to beast or bird 

To make a solemn autumn. 

 

3. In solemn times, when grief holds sway 

With countenance distressing, 

You'll note the more of black and gray 

Will then be used in dressing. 

 

4. Now purple tints are all around; 

The sky is blue and mellow; 

And e'en the grasses turn the ground 

From modest green to yellow. 

 

5. The seed burrs all with laughter crack 

On featherweed and jimson; 

And leaves that should be dressed in black 

Are all decked out in crimson. 

 

6. A butterfly goes winging by; 

A singing bird comes after; 

And Nature, all from earth to sky, 

Is bubbling o'er with laughter. 

 

7. The ripples wimple on the rills, 

Like sparkling little lasses; 

The sunlight runs along the hills,  

And laughs among the grasses. 

 

8. The earth is just so full of fun 

It really can't contain it; 

And streams of mirth so freely run 

The heavens seem to rain it. 

 

9. Don't talk to me of solemn days 

In autumn's time of splendor, 

Because the sun shows fewer rays, 

And these grow slant and slender. 

 

10. Why, it's the climax of the year, 

The highest time of living! 

Till naturally its bursting cheer 

Just melts into thanksgiving.  
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SYNOPSIS 

In "Merry Autumn," Paul Laurence Dunbar scolds those who mourn autumn and the "dying of the year." 

Dunbar argues that autumn is a glorious time of reds and yellows, singing birds, sunshine, and fun. Dunbar 

sees autumn as the very best of the seasons and the "climax of the year." 

RECITE POEM, TITLE, AND POET  

Practice reciting the poem, the poem title, and the name of the poet. 

NARRATE THE POEM   

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

COMPLETE COPYWORK 

Why, it's the climax of the year, 

The highest time of living! 

Till naturally its bursting cheer 

Just melts into thanksgiving. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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COMPLETE DICTATION  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

DEVICE IDENTIFICATION  AND EMPLOYMENT  

1. Study the rhyming scheme in John Milton's poem, "How Soon Hath Time." 

How soon hath Time, the subtle thief of youth, 

Stolen on his wing my three and twentieth year! 

My hasting days fly on with full career 

But my late spring no bud or blossom shew'th. 

Does the poem follow a traditional (ABAB), couplet (AABB), enclosed (ABBA), or triplet 
(AAABBB) rhyming scheme? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Examine the poem excerpt and assign letters to the rhyming words to reveal the rhyming scheme.  

The earth is just so full of fun   (     ) 

It really can't contain it;     (     ) 

And streams of mirth so freely run  (     ) 

The heavens seem to rain it.    (     ) 

 

Don't talk to me of solemn days   (     ) 

In autumn's time of splendor,    (     ) 

Because the sun shows fewer rays,   (     ) 

And these grow slant and slender.   (     ) 

 

Why, it's the climax of the year,ñ   (     ) 

The highest time of living!ñ    (     ) 

Till naturally its bursting cheer   (     ) 

Just melts into thanksgiving.    (     ) 
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3. Write a poem of four lines, employing the enclosed rhyming scheme, A-B-B-A. 

   _________________________________________________________________________ (A) 

   _________________________________________________________________________ (B) 

   _________________________________________________________________________ (B) 

   _________________________________________________________________________ (A) 

CREATE NOVEL ARTWORK  (Draw your favorite aspect of autumn.) 

 



ELEMENTARY POETRY VOLUME 5: LITERARY DEVICES 

18 

PART I I: ALLITERATION  

INTRODUCTION  

Recall that literary devices are defined as "rules of thumb, convention, or structure that are employed in 

literature and storytelling." The next four lessons address the alluring allocation of alliteration in poetry. 

1. Rhyming 

2. Alliteration 

3. Simile 

4. Metaphor 

5. Personification 

6. Foreshadowing 

7. Allusion 

8. Hyperbole 

9. Onomatopoeia 

Alliteration is defined as the "repetition of consonant sounds at the beginning of two or more words in a row, 
or at short intervals." 

1. Review the poem, "Three Gray Geese" and its instances of alliteration. 

2. Note the alliteration of the sounds of "G," "R," and "GR." 

3. The left image marks all words starting with a "G" sound. 

4. The right image marks all words starting with an "R" sound. 
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LESSON 5: " THE BUTTER BETTY BOU GHT "  
BY CAROLYN WELLS (ALLITERATION)  

FEATURED POEM  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Betty Botter bought some butter; 

"But," said she, "this butter's bitter! 

If I put it in my batter 

It will make my batter bitter. 

But a bit o' better butter 

Will but make my batter better." 

Then she bought a bit o' butter 

Better than the bitter butter, 

Made her bitter batter better. 

So 'twas better Betty Botter 

Bought a bit o' better butter. 
  

The Butter Betty Bought  
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SYNOPSIS 

"The Butter Betty Bought" by Carolyn Wells plays with alliteration to create a fun tongue-twister. Poor Betty 

has bitter butter that will blemish her batter. She runs out to pick up some preferable butter to make her batter 

better. 

RECITE POEM, TITLE, AND POET  

Practice reciting the poem, the poem title, and the name of the poet. 

NARRATE THE POEM   

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

COMPLETE COPYWORK 

Betty Botter bought some butter; 

"But," said she, "this butter's bitter! 

If I put it in my batter 

It will make my batter bitter." 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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COMPLETE DICTATION  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

DEVICE IDENTIFICATION  AND EMPLOYMENT  

1. Study a Tongue-twister 

¶ Tongue-twisters are "phrases that are deliberately designed to be difficult to say correctly, 

usually because of varying combinations of similar sounds."  

¶ See how fast you can recite the tongue-twister, "Peter Piper."  

¶ Identify and circle any instances of alliteration. 

    Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers. 

    A peck of pickled peppers Peter Piper picked. 

    If Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers, 

    Where's the peck of pickled peppers Peter Piper picked? 

2. Circle the words starting with a "B" sound to reveal the use of alliteration. 

Betty Botter bought some butter; 

"But," said she, "this butter's bitter! 

If I put it in my batter 

It will make my batter bitter. 

But a bit o' better butter 

Will but make my batter better." 

Then she bought a bit o' butter 

Better than the bitter butter, 

Made her bitter batter better. 
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3. Write a poem of four lines, employing alliteration using the sound of the letter "B." 

   _______________________________________________________________________  (B) 

   _______________________________________________________________________  (B) 

   _______________________________________________________________________  (B) 

   _______________________________________________________________________  (B) 

CREATE NOVEL ARTWORK  (Invent a new tongue-twister and create an illustration to accompany it.) 

Tongue-twister:                                                 

Illustration:                                                  
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LESSON 6: " THE SIEGE OF BELGRAD E"  
BY ALARIC ALEXANDER WAT TS (ALLITERATION)  

FEATURED POEM  

An Austrian army, awfully arrayed,  

Boldly by battery besieged Belgrade. 

Cossack commanders cannonading come, 

Dealing destruction's devastating doom. 

Every endeavor engineers essay, 

For fame, for fortune fighting - furious fray! 

Generals 'gainst generals grapple - gracious God! 

How honors Heaven heroic hardihood! 

Infuriate, indiscriminate in ill, 

Jostle John Jarovlitz, Jem, Joe, Jack, Jill: 

Kindred kill kinsmen, kinsmen kindred kill. 

Labor low levels longest, loftiest lines; 

Men march 'mid mounds, 'mid moles, 'mid 
murderous mines; 

Now noxious, noisy numbers nothing, naught 

Of outward obstacles, opposing ought; 

Poor patriots, partly purchased, partly pressed, 

Quite quaking, quickly "Quarter! Quarter!" quest. 

Reason returns, religious right redounds, 

Suwarrow stops such sanguinary sounds. 

Truce to thee, Turkey! Triumph to thy train, 

Unwise, unjust, unmerciful Ukraine! 

Vanish vain victory! vanish, victory vain! 

Why wish we warfare? Wherefore welcome were 

Xerxes, Ximenes, Xanthus, Xavier? 

Yield, yield, ye youths! ye yeomen, yield your yell! 

Zeus', Zarpater's, Zoroaster's zeal, 

Attracting all, arms against acts appeal! 
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SYNOPSIS 

Alaric Alexander Watts takes alliteration to the extreme in his poem, "The Siege of Belgrade." Each line 

corresponds to one letter in the alphabet, with the letter "A" repeating at the end. The poem describes the 

1789 siege in which the Austrian army besieged a Turkish force sheltering within the fortress of Belgrade in 

modern-day Serbia. After three weeks, the Turkish forces surrendered. Today, Belgrade is the name of the 

capital of Serbia. 

RECITE POEM, TITLE, AND POET  

Practice reciting the poem, the poem title, and the name of the poet. 

NARRATE THE POEM   

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

COMPLETE COPYWORK 

An Austrian army, awfully arrayed, 

Boldly by battery besieged Belgrade. 

Cossack commanders cannonading come, 

Dealing destruction's devastating doom. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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COMPLETE DICTATION  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

DEVICE IDENTIFICATION  AND EMPLOYMENT  

1. Study a Tongue-twister 

¶ Recite the tongue-twister. 

¶ Circle alliterative instances of "s" sounds in red and "sh" sounds in blue. 

She sells seashells by the seashore. 

The shells she sells are surely seashells. 

So if she sells shells on the seashore, 

I'm sure she sells seashore shells. 

2. Identify the Rhyme Scheme 

a. Circle words starting with the indicated letter sounds to reveal the use of alliteration. 
b. Assign letters to the sentences to reveal the rhyming scheme. 

Alliteration Sounds          Rhyming Scheme (e.g. A-A-B-B) 

(A)   An Austrian army, awfully arrayed,       (     ) 

(B)   Boldly by battery besieged Belgrade.       (     ) 

(C)   Cossack commanders cannonading come,     (     ) 

(D)   Dealing destruction's devastating doom.      (     ) 

(E)   Every endeavor engineers essay,       (     ) 

(F)   For fame, for fortune fighting - furious fray!     (     ) 

(G)   Generals 'gainst generals grapple - gracious God!    (     ) 

(H)   How honors Heaven heroic hardihood!      (     ) 
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3. Write a poem of four lines, employing alliteration of the letters, A, B, C, and D, as indicated. 

   _______________________________________________________________________  (A) 

   _______________________________________________________________________  (B) 

   _______________________________________________________________________  (C) 

   _______________________________________________________________________  (D) 

CREATE NOVEL ARTWOR K (Illustrate something that literally or figuratively represents a battle.) 
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LESSON 7: " THE EAGLE "  
BY ALFRED LORD TENNYSON  (ALLITERATION)  

FEATURED POEM  

 

 

 

 

 

 

He clasps the crag with crooked hands; 

Close to the sun in lonely lands, 

Ring'd with the azure world, he stands. 

 

The wrinkled sea beneath him crawls; 

He watches from his mountain walls, 

And like a thunderbolt he falls. 

 

SYNOPSIS 

Alfred Lord Tennyson's "The Eagle" sprinkles alliteration throughout the poem for effect. The poem details 

a lone eagle surveying the land and sea from his craggy perch. The eagle launches himself and rockets down 

from the mountaintop. 

RECITE POEM, TITLE, AND POET  

Practice reciting the poem, the poem title, and the name of the poet. 
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NARRATE THE POEM   

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

COMPLETE COPYWORK 

He clasps the crag with crooked hands; 

Close to the sun in lonely lands, 

Ring'd with the azure world, he stands. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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COMPLETE DICTATION  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

DEVICE IDENTIFICATION  AND EMPLOYMENT  

1. Study a Tongue-twister 

¶ Recite the tongue-twister. 

¶ Circle alliterative instances of "w" sounds in red, "ch" in blue, and "ould/ood" in green. 

How much wood would a woodchuck chuck if a woodchuck could chuck wood? 

2. Identify the Rhyme Scheme 

a. Circle words starting with the indicated letter sounds to reveal the use of alliteration. 
b. Assign letters to the sentences to reveal the rhyming scheme. 

Alliteration Sounds          Rhyming Scheme (e.g. A-A-B-B) 

(C)   He clasps the crag with crooked hands;     (     ) 

(L)   Close to the sun in lonely lands,       (     ) 

   Ring'd with the azure world, he stands.     (     ) 

 

   The wrinkled sea beneath him crawls;     (     ) 

(W)  He watches from his mountain walls,     (     ) 

      And like a thunderbolt he falls.      (     ) 

 

Does the poem follow a traditional (ABAB), couplet (AABB), enclosed (ABBA), or triplet 
(AAABBB) rhyming scheme? 

__________________________________________________________________________  
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3. Write a poem of four lines that exemplifies alliteration. Write the alliterative letter after each line. 

   _______________________________________________________________________  (     ) 

   _______________________________________________________________________  (     ) 

   _______________________________________________________________________  (     ) 

   _______________________________________________________________________  (     ) 

CREATE NOVEL ARTWORK  (Sketch the viewpoint of the eagle as he soars above the earth.) 
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LESSON 8: " PIED BEAUTY "  
BY GERARD MANLEY HOPKINS  (ALLITERATION)  

FEATURED POEM  

Glory be to God for dappled things ð  

For skies of couple-color as a brinded cow; 

For rose-moles all in stipple upon trout that swim; 

Fresh-firecoal chestnut-falls; finches' wings; 

Landscape plotted and pieced ð fold, fallow, and plough; 

And all trades, their gear and tackle and trim. 

 

All things counter, original, spare, strange; 

Whatever is fickle, freckled (who knows how?) 

With swift, slow; sweet, sour; adazzle, dim; 

He fathers-forth whose beauty is past change: 

Praise him. 

SYNOPSIS 

In Gerard Manley Hopkins' "Pied Beauty," he praises God for multicolored (pied) things, including the sky, 

cows, chestnuts, trout, finches, and farmland. He also thanks God for freckled things not typically thought of 

as beautiful - the odd and the strange. Note the instances of alliteration and the use of indentation to indicate 

the rhyme scheme. 

RECITE POEM, TITLE, AND POET  

Practice reciting the poem, the poem title, and the name of the poet. 
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NARRATE THE POEM   

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

COMPLETE COPYWORK 

Glory be to God for dappled things ð 

  For skies of couple-color as a brinded cow; 

    For rose-moles all in stipple upon trout that swim; 

Fresh-firecoal chestnut-falls; finches' wings; 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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COMPLETE DICTATION  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

DEVICE IDENTIFICATION AND EMPLOYMENT  

1. Study a Tongue-twister 

¶ Recite the tongue-twister. 

¶ Circle alliterative instances of "s" sounds in red and "sh" sounds in blue. 

Silly Sally swiftly shooed seven silly sheep. 

The seven silly sheep Silly Sally shooed 

Shillyshallied south. 

2. Identify the Rhyme Scheme 

a. Circle words starting with the indicated letter sounds to reveal the use of alliteration. 
b. Assign letters to the sentences to reveal the rhyming scheme. 

Alliteration Sounds         Rhyming Scheme (e.g. A-A-B-B) 

(G)   Glory be to God for dappled things ð     (     ) 

(C)     For skies of couple-color as a brinded cow;     (     ) 

       For rose-moles all in stipple upon trout that swim;   (     ) 

(F)   Fresh-firecoal chestnut-falls; finches' wings;     (     ) 

(P/F)    Landscape plotted and pieced ð fold, fallow, and plough;  (     ) 

       And all trades, their gear and tackle and trim.    (     ) 

(S)   All things counter, original, spare, strange;     (     ) 

(F)     Whatever is fickle, freckled (who knows how?)    (     ) 

(S/D)      With swift, slow; sweet, sour; adazzle, dim;     (     ) 

(F)   He fathers-forth whose beauty is past change:     (     ) 

       Praise him.           (     ) 
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3. Write a poem of six lines that exemplifies alliteration. Write the alliterative letter after each line. 

   _______________________________________________________________________  (     ) 

   _______________________________________________________________________  (     ) 

   _______________________________________________________________________  (     ) 

   _______________________________________________________________________  (     ) 

   _______________________________________________________________________  (     ) 

   _______________________________________________________________________  (     ) 

CREATE NOVEL ARTWORK (Sketch a pied object or animal.) 
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PART I I I : SIMILE  

INTRODUCTION  

Recall that literary devices are defined as "rules of thumb, convention, or structure that are employed in 

literature and storytelling." Poetry featured in the next four lessons drip similes like a leaky faucet. 

1. Rhyming 

2. Alliteration 

3. Simile 

4. Metaphor 

5. Personification 

6. Foreshadowing 

7. Allusion 

8. Hyperbole 

9. Onomatopoeia 

Similes are figures of speech comparing two things, generally using "like" or "as." Study the poem excerpt 
from "Mary Had a Little Lamb" by Mother Goose and identify the simile. 

  

Which two items are compared using a simile and the word "as" in the poem, "Mary Had a Little Lamb?" 

Item #1: _______________________________________ 

Item #2: _______________________________________ 

What do the two items have in common? _________________________________________________ 
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LESSON 9: " A VISIT FROM ST. NICHOLAS "  
BY CLEMENT CLARKE MOORE  (SIMIL E) 

FEATURED POEM  

'Twas the night before Christmas, when all through the house 

Not a creature was stirring, not even a mouse; 

The stockings were hung by the chimney with care, 

In hopes that St. Nicholas soon would be there; 

 

The children were nestled all snug in their beds, 

While visions of sugar-plums danced in their heads; 

And mamma in her 'kerchief, and I in my cap, 

Had just settled our brains for a long winter's nap, 
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When out on the lawn there arose such a clatter, 

I sprang from the bed to see what was the matter. 

Away to the window I flew like a flash, 

Tore open the shutters and threw up the sash. 

 

The moon on the breast of the new-fallen snow 

Gave the luster of midday to objects below, 

When, what to my wondering eyes should appear, 

But a miniature sleigh, and eight tiny reindeer, 
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With a little old driver, so lively and quick, 

I knew in a moment it must be St. Nick. 

More rapid than eagles his coursers they came, 

And he whistled, and shouted, and called them by name; 

 

"Now, Dasher! now, Dancer! now, Prancer and Vixen! 

On, Comet! on, Cupid! on, Donder and Blitzen! 

To the top of the porch! to the top of the wall! 

Now dash away! dash away! dash away all!" 

 

As dry leaves that before the wild hurricane fly, 

When they meet with an obstacle, mount to the sky; 

So up to the house-top the coursers they flew, 

With the sleigh full of Toys, and St. Nicholas too. 
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And then, in a twinkling, I heard on the roof 

The prancing and pawing of each little hoof. 

As I drew in my head, and was turning around, 

Down the chimney St. Nicholas came with a bound. 

 

He was dressed all in fur, from his head to his foot, 

And his clothes were all tarnished with ashes and soot; 

A bundle of toys he had flung on his back, 

And he looked like a peddler just opening his pack. 

 



ELEMENTARY POETRY VOLUME 5: LITERARY DEVICES 

40 

His eyesñhow they twinkled! his dimples how merry! 

His cheeks were like roses, his nose like a cherry! 

His droll little mouth was drawn up like a bow 

And the beard of his chin was as white as the snow; 

 

The stump of a pipe he held tight in his teeth, 

And the smoke it encircled his head like a wreath; 

He had a broad face and a little round belly, 

That shook when he laughed, like a bowlful of jelly. 
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He was chubby and plump, a right jolly old elf, 

And I laughed when I saw him, in spite of myself; 

A wink of his eye and a twist of his head, 

Soon gave me to know I had nothing to dread; 

 

He spoke not a word, but went straight to his work, 

And filled all the stockings; then turned with a jerk, 

And laying his finger aside of his nose, 

And giving a nod, up the chimney he rose; 
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He sprang to his sleigh, to his team gave a whistle, 

And away they all flew like the down of a thistle, 

But I heard him exclaim, ere he drove out of sight, 

"Happy Christmas to all, and to all a good-night." 

SYNOPSIS 

The beloved classic, "A Visit from St Nicholas," by Clement Clarke Moore is read in many American homes 

on Christmas Eve. In the poem, the father of the family is awakened by the arrival of Santa Claus and his 

reindeer. The father watches as Santa Claus comes down the chimney and marvels at Santa's jolly features and 

demeanor. Santa Claus fills the stockings, vanishes back up the chimney, and calls out "Happy Christmas to 

all, and to all a good-night" as his sleigh soars away through the air. The poem contains multiple similes, 

particularly while describing Santa Claus. 

RECITE POEM, TITLE, AND POET  

Practice reciting the poem, the poem title, and the name of the poet. 
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NARRATE THE POEM   

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

COMPLETE COPYWORK 

'Twas the night before Christmas,  

when all through the house 

Not a creature was stirring, not even a mouse; 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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COMPLETE DICTATION  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

DEVICE IDENTIFICATION  AND EMPLOYMENT  

1. Recognize Use of Similes 

¶ Recite the sentences. 

¶ Circle the simile clues in each sentence ð "as" or "like." 

a. The kite soared like a bird. 

b. Her sunburned shoulders felt as hot and dry as a desert. 

c. He was cold as ice. 

d. His face was red like a tomato. 

e. She was as fast as the wind. 

2. Review the poem and identify a few examples of alliteration 

3. Identify the Similes and Rhyming Scheme 

a. Circle the similes in the poem excerpt.  
b. Assign letters to the sentences to reveal the rhyming scheme. 

Rhyming Scheme (e.g. A-A-B-B) 

A bundle of toys he had flung on his back,      (     ) 

And he looked like a peddler just opening his pack.    (     ) 

His eyesñhow they twinkled! his dimples how merry!    (     ) 

His cheeks were like roses, his nose like a cherry!     (     ) 

His droll little mouth was drawn up like a bow     (     ) 

And the beard of his chin was as white as the snow;    (     ) 

The stump of a pipe he held tight in his teeth,      (     ) 

And the smoke it encircled his head like a wreath;     (     ) 

He had a broad face and a little round belly,      (     ) 

That shook when he laughed, like a bowlful of jelly.    (     ) 
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4. Complete the similes. 

a. The man was as enormous as ____________________________________________________. 

b. The girl sang like ______________________________________________________________. 

c. The wolf revealed teeth as sharp as ________________________________________________. 

d. The baby's cheeks were soft like  __________________________________________________. 

CREATE NOVEL ARTWORK  (Sketch something related to Santa Claus or another holiday figure.) 
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LESSON 10: " A LADY"  
BY AMY LOWELL  (SIMILE)  

FEATURED POEM  

You are beautiful and faded,  

Like an old opera tune 

Played upon a harpsichord; 

Or like the sun-flooded silks 

Of an eighteenth-century boudoir. 

In your eyes 

Smolder the fallen roses of outlived minutes, 

And the perfume of your soul 

Is vague and suffusing, 

With the pungence of sealed spice-jars. 

Your half-tones delight me, 

And I grow mad with gazing 

At your blent colors. 

 

My vigor is a new-minted penny, 

Which I cast at your feet. 

Gather it up from the dust 

That its sparkle may amuse you.

SYNOPSIS 

The young narrator in Amy Lowell's "A Lady," employs similes to describe their fascination with the faded 

beauty of an older woman. The narrator entertains the older woman with their active and youthful behavior. 

RECITE POEM, TITLE, AND POET  

Practice reciting the poem, the poem title, and the name of the poet. 
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NARRATE THE POEM   

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

COMPLETE COPYWORK 

You are beautiful and faded, 

Like an old opera tune 

Played upon a harpsichord; 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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COMPLETE DICTATION  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

DEVICE IDENTIFICATION  AND EMPLOYMENT  

1. Recognize Use of Similes 

¶ Recite the sentences. 

¶ Circle the simile clues in each sentence ð "as" or "like." 

a. Her skin was as rough as sandpaper. 
b. The fabric was soft like a bunny. 
c. The stew was as spicy as a jalapeno. 
d. Her smile was as sweet as a lollipop. 
e. His words cut like a knife. 

2. Find the Similes 

Study the poem excerpt and circle the similes.  

You are beautiful and faded, 
Like an old opera tune 
Played upon a harpsichord; 
Or like the sun-flooded silks 
Of an eighteenth-century boudoir. 

3. Complete the similes. 

a. The infant girl was as lovely as __________________________________________________. 

b. The boy waved his arms like ___________________________________________________. 

c. The panda's belly was a round as ________________________________________________. 

d. The mountains were jagged like _________________________________________________. 
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4. Fill in the blanks to complete the similes. 

a. The _______________was like ___________________________________________. 

b. The _______________was like ___________________________________________. 

c. The _______________was as ________________ as __________________________. 

d. The _______________was as ________________ as __________________________. 

CREATE NOVEL ARTWORK  (Draw someone you admire.) 
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LESSON 11: " I WANDERED LONELY AS  A CLOUD"  
BY WILLIAM WORDSWORTH  (SIMIL E) 

FEATURED POEM  

1. I wandered lonely as a cloud 

That floats on high o'er vales and hills, 

When all at once I saw a crowd, 

A host, of golden daffodils; 

Beside the lake, beneath the trees, 

Fluttering and dancing in the breeze. 

 

2. Continuous as the stars that shine 

And twinkle on the milky way, 

They stretched in never-ending line 

Along the margin of a bay: 

Ten thousand saw I at a glance, 

Tossing their heads in sprightly dance. 

 

3. The waves beside them danced; but they  

Out-did the sparkling waves in glee: 

A poet could not but be gay, 

In such a jocund company: 

I gazedñand gazedñbut little thought 

What wealth the show to me had brought: 

 

4. For oft, when on my couch I lie 

In vacant or in pensive mood, 

They flash upon that inward eye 

Which is the bliss of solitude; 

And then my heart with pleasure fills, 

And dances with the daffodils.

SYNOPSIS 

William Wordsworth's poem, "I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud," describes the narrator finding a field of 

daffodils along a lake shore. At this time, he does not yet realize the worth of this encounter. Long after he's 

left the scene, when he's lonely or restless, the recollection of the daffodils makes him happy. 
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RECITE POEM, TITLE, AND POET  

Practice reciting the poem, the poem title, and the name of the poet. 

NARRATE THE POEM   

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

COMPLETE COPYWORK 

I wandered lonely as a cloud 

That floats on high o'er vales and hills, 

When all at once I saw a crowd, 

A host, of golden daffodils; 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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COMPLETE D ICTATION  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

DEVICE IDENTIFICATION  AND EMPLOYMENT  

1. Recognize Use of Similes 

¶ Recite the sentences. 

¶ Circle the simile clues in each sentence ð "as" or "like." 

a. The boy heard a crackling sound like a campfire. 
b. The villain was as mean as a junkyard dog. 
c. The plan was as diabolical as the devil. 
d. The bone snapped like a twig. 
e. She was as clever as a fox. 

2. Identify the Similes and Rhyming Scheme 

a. Circle the similes in the poem excerpt. 
b. Assign letters to the sentences to reveal the rhyming scheme. 

          Rhyming Scheme (e.g. A-A-B-B) 
I wandered lonely as a cloud       (     ) 

That floats on high o'er vales and hills,     (     ) 

When all at once I saw a crowd,       (     ) 

A host, of golden daffodils;        (     ) 

Beside the lake, beneath the trees,      (     ) 

Fluttering and dancing in the breeze.      (     ) 

 

Continuous as the stars that shine     (     ) 

And twinkle on the milky way,       (     ) 

They stretched in never-ending line     (     ) 

Along the margin of a bay:        (     ) 

Ten thousand saw I at a glance,       (     ) 

Tossing their heads in sprightly dance.     (     ) 
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3. Write a poem of six lines, employing at least one simile (like, as) and the traditional rhyming scheme. 

   ____________________________________________________________________  (A) 

   ____________________________________________________________________  (B) 

   ____________________________________________________________________  (A) 

   ____________________________________________________________________  (B) 

   ____________________________________________________________________  (A) 

   ____________________________________________________________________  (B) 

CREATE NOVEL ARTWORK  (Sketch a recollection that brings you happiness.) 
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LESSON 12: " BIRCHES"  
BY ROBERT FROST (SIMIL E) 

FEATURED POEM  

When I see birches bend to left and right  

Across the lines of straighter darker trees, 

I like to think some boy's been swinging them. 

But swinging doesn't bend them down to stay 

Ice-storms do that. Often you must have seen them 

Loaded with ice a sunny winter morning 

After a rain. They click upon themselves 

As the breeze rises, and turn many-colored 

As the stir cracks and crazes their enamel. 

Soon the sun's warmth makes them shed crystal shells 

Shattering and avalanching on the snow-crustñ 

Such heaps of broken glass to sweep away 

You'd think the inner dome of heaven had fallen. 

They are dragged to the withered bracken by the load, 

And they seem not to break; though once they are bowed 

So low for long, they never right themselves: 

You may see their trunks arching in the woods 

Years afterwards, trailing their leaves on the ground 

Like girls on hands and knees that throw their hair  

Before them over their heads to dry in the sun. 

But I was going to say when Truth broke in 

With all her matter-of-fact about the ice-storm 

Now am I free to be poetical 

I should prefer to have some boy bend them 

As he went out and in to fetch the cowsñ 

Some boy too far from town to learn baseball, 

Whose only play was what he found himself, 

Summer or winter, and could play alone. 

One by one he subdued his father's trees 

Birch Tree 

 Birch Leaf 
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By riding them down over and over again  

Until he took the stiffness out of them, 

And not one but hung limp, not one was left 

For him to conquer. He learned all there was 

To learn about not launching out too soon 

And so not carrying the tree away 

Clear to the ground. He always kept his poise 

To the top branches, climbing carefully 

With the same pains you use to fill a cup 

Up to the brim, and even above the brim. 

Then he flung outward, feet first, with a swish, 

Kicking his way down through the air to the ground. 

So was I once myself a swinger of birches. 

And so I dream of going back to be. 

It's when I'm weary of considerations, 

And life is too much like a pathless wood 

Where your face burns and tickles with the cobwebs 

Broken across it, and one eye is weeping 

From a twig's having lashed across it open. 

I'd like to get away from earth awhile 

And then come back to it and begin over. 

May no fate willfully misunderstand me 

And half grant what I wish and snatch me away 

Not to return. Earth's the right place for love: 

I don't know where it's likely to go better. 

I'd like to go by climbing a birch tree, 

And climb black branches up a snow-white trunk  

Toward heaven, till the tree could bear no more, 

But dipped its top and set me down again. 

That would be good both going and coming back. 

One could do worse than be a swinger of birches. 

  

 Birch Branch 

 Birch Seed 
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SYNOPSIS 

In Robert Frost's poem, "Birches," the swaying of the birches in the wind reminds the narrator of climbing 

birch trees during their childhood. The narrator recalls how ice storms may temporarily or even permanently 

bend the birch trees, but do not break them. The narrator longs to leave earth and to return as a boy again so 

he can once again be a swinger of birches. The poet uses similes to add to the pleasant impact of the poem. 

RECITE POEM, TITLE, AND POET  

Practice reciting the poem, the poem title, and the name of the poet. 

NARRATE THE P OEM   

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

COMPLETE COPYWORK 

When I see birches bend to left and right 

Across the lines of straighter darker trees, 

I like to think some boy's been swinging them. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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COMPLETE DICTATION  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

DEVICE IDENTIFICATION  AND EMPLOYMENT  

1. Recognize Use of Similes 

¶ Recite the sentences. 

¶ Circle the simile clues in each sentence ð "as" or "like." 

a. The calm water reflected the trees like a mirror. 
b. He was as big as a giant. 
c. Her lips were as bright as pink rose petals. 
d. Her eyes sparkled like amethyst. 
e. His eyebrows looked like two fuzzy caterpillars. 

2. Circle the Alliterative Words 

a. B: When I see birches bend to left and right 

b. CR: As the stir cracks and crazes their enamel. 

c. T: Toward heaven, till the tree could bear no more, 

d. W: One could do worse than be a swinger of birches. 

3. Find the Similes 

Study the poem excerpt and circle the similes. 

You may see their trunks arching in the woods 

Years afterwards, trailing their leaves on the ground 

Like girls on hands and knees that throw their hair 

Before them over their heads to dry in the sun. 

And life is too much like a pathless wood 

Where your face burns and tickles with the cobwebs 

Broken across it, and one eye is weeping 

From a twig's having lashed across it open. 
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4. Write a poem of six lines, employing at least one simile (like, as) and the triplet rhyming scheme. 

   ____________________________________________________________________  (A) 

   ____________________________________________________________________  (A) 

   ____________________________________________________________________  (A) 

   ____________________________________________________________________  (B) 

   ____________________________________________________________________  (B) 

   ____________________________________________________________________  (B) 

CREATE NOVEL ARTWORK  (Illustrate a happy scene from your childhood.) 
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PART IV: METAPHOR  

INTRODUCTION  

Recall that literary devices are defined as "rules of thumb, convention, or structure that are employed in 

literature and storytelling." The poems of the next four lessons are vessels brimming with metaphors. 

1. Rhyming 

2. Alliteration 

3. Simile 

4. Metaphor 

5. Personification 

6. Foreshadowing 

7. Allusion 

8. Hyperbole 

9. Onomatopoeia 

Metaphors use a word or phrase to refer to something that they are not to make an implied comparison. 
Metaphors make comparison like similes, but they do not employ the words "like" or "as" to make the 
comparison. 

Circle the two subjects being compared in each sentence in accordance with the answers in parentheses. 

¶ The immense desk was a field sprouting pencils and papers. (Desk compared to field) 

¶ The cotton candy was a swirling pink cloud. (Cotton candy compared to a cloud) 

¶ The little boy was a pig, rooting through his mashed potatoes with his snout. (Boy compared to pig) 

¶ The sea of wildflowers waved in the breeze. (Wildflowers compared to the sea) 

¶ She was a ray of sunshine, brightening everyone she touched. (Female compared to ray of sunlight) 

¶ His eyes were jagged glass, slicing into everyone around her. (Eyes compared to glass) 

The list below presents some commonly used metaphors. Circle the two subjects being compared in each 
sentence in accordance with the provided answers in parentheses. 

¶ He was a lion on the battlefield. (Man compared to lion) 

¶ She has a heart of gold. (Temperament compared to a golden heart) 

¶ It's raining cats and dogs. (Heavy rain compared to cats and dogs) 

¶ He was a night owl. (Person compared to owl) 

¶ Love is a battlefield. (Love compared to battlefield) 

¶ The room was a sea of fire. (fire compared to the sea) 
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LESSON 13: " THE SUN RISING "  
BY JOHN DONNE  (METAPHOR)  

FEATURED POEM  

1.   Busy old fool, unruly Sun, 

Why dost thou thus, 

Through windows, and through curtains call on us? 

Must to thy motions lovers' seasons run? 

Saucy pedantic wretch, go chide 

Late school boys and sour prentices, 

Go tell court huntsmen that the king will ride, 

Call country ants to harvest offices, 

Love, all alike, no season knows nor clime, 

Nor hours, days, months, which are the rags of time. 

 

2.   Thy beams, so reverend and strong 

  Why shouldst thou think? 

I could eclipse and cloud them with a wink, 

But that I would not lose her sight so long; 

  If her eyes have not blinded thine, 

  Look, and tomorrow late, tell me, 

Whether both th' Indias of spice and mine 

Be where thou leftst them, or lie here with me. 

Ask for those kings whom thou saw'st yesterday, 

And thou shalt hear, "All here in one bed lay."  
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3.   She's all states, and all princes, I,  

Nothing else is. 

Princes do but play us; compared to this, 

All honor's mimic, all wealth alchemy. 

Thou, Sun, art half as happy as we, 

In that the world's contracted thus. 

Thine age asks ease, and since thy duties be 

To warm the world, that's done in warming us. 

Shine here to us, and thou art everywhere; 

This bed thy center is, these walls, thy sphere. 

 

 

SYNOPSIS 

In John Donne's "The Sun Rising," the narrator scolds the sun for waking him, for he prefers to remain 

cocooned with his true love. The narrator refuses to close his eyes to block the sun because he'd lose sight of 

his true love. The rest of the world does not matter to the narrator, whether it involves king or prince or 

wealth or expensive spices. All that matters is his true love. The narrator considers their bed the center of his 

bedroom universe. In this poem, Donne employs a literary device called a metaphor to make comparisons. 

RECITE POEM, TITLE, AND POET  

Practice reciting the poem, the poem title, and the name of the poet. 
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NARRATE THE POEM   

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

COMPLETE C OPYWORK 

Busy old fool, unruly sun, 

Why dost thou thus, 

Through windows, and through curtains call on us? 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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COMPLETE DICTATION  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

DEVICE IDENTIFICATION  AND EMPLOYMENT  

1. Recite the sentences containing metaphors. Write the two items being compared in the blanks. 

a. Her cheeks were two red cherries.  (________________ compared to ________________) 

b. His fingers were icicles. (________________ compared to ________________) 

c. Little tornado Davy ripped through the toybox. (_____________ compared to ____________) 

d. The blanket of night smothered the light. (______________ compared to _______________) 

e. The kite soared, flapping its wings. (________________ compared to _________________) 

2. Locate a few examples of alliteration in the poem. 

3. Find the Metaphors and Rhyming Scheme 

a. Circle the metaphors in the poem excerpt. 
b. Assign letters to the sentences to reveal the rhyming scheme. 

           Rhyming Scheme (e.g. A-A-B-B) 

She's all states, and all princes, I,       (     ) 

Nothing else is.           (     ) 

Princes do but play us; compared to this,      (     ) 

All honor's mimic, all wealth alchemy.      (     ) 

Thou, sun, art half as happy as we,       (     ) 

In that the world's contracted thus.       (     ) 

Thine age asks ease, and since thy duties be    (     ) 

To warm the world, that's done in warming us.    (     ) 

Shine here to us, and thou art everywhere;     (     ) 

This bed thy center is, these walls, thy sphere.     (     ) 
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4. Complete the metaphors. 

a. The man was a ______________________________________________________________. 

b. The girl is a _________________________________________________________________. 

c. The wolf is a ________________________________________________________________. 

d. The baby's toes were __________________________________________________________. 

CREATE NOVEL ARTWORK  (Draw something you treasure like the narrator cherishes his beloved.) 
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LESSON 14: " SHALL I COMPARE THEE ?"  
BY WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE (METAPHOR)  

FEATURED POEM  

POEM TRANSLATION  

Shall I compare thee to a summer's day? Shall I compare you to a summer's day? 

Thou art more lovely and more temperate. You are more beautiful and fair than a summer's 
day. 

Rough winds do shake the darling buds of May, Winds shake the buds of leaves and flowers in May, 

And summer's lease hath all too short a date. And summer ends too quickly. 

Sometime too hot the eye of heaven shines, The sun is sometimes too hot, 

And often is his gold complexion dimmed; Clouds often cover and dim the sun; 

And every fair from fair sometime declines, Everything beautiful fades, 

By chance, or nature's changing course, untrimmed; Either from bad luck or the natural passage of 
time; 

But thy eternal summer shall not fade, But your youthful beauty will never fade, 

Nor lose possession of that fair thou ow'st, You will never lose the loveliness you own, 

Nor shall death brag thou wand'rest in his shade, Death will not get you, 

When in eternal lines to Time thou grow'st. Because you will live forever in my poem. 

So long as men can breathe, or eyes can see, As long as people can live and see, 

So long lives this, and this gives life to thee. My poem will keep you alive. 
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SYNOPSIS 

William Shakespeare's "Shall I Compare Thee to a Summer's Day," is an extended metaphor, comparing the 

narrator's true love to a summer's day and finding the lovely day lacking. The narrator consoles his beloved 

that she will remain alive and young and beautiful forever through his poem. Keep in mind that as you read 

the poem, you personally are helping the narrator keep the memory of his beloved alive. 

RECITE POEM, TITLE, AND POET  

Practice reciting the poem, the poem title, and the name of the poet. 

NARRATE THE POEM   

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

COMPLETE COPYWORK 

Shall I compare thee to a summer's day? 

Thou art more lovely and more temperate. 

Rough winds do shake the darling buds of May, 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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COMPLETE DICTATION  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

DEVICE IDENTIFICATION  AND EMPLOYMENT  

1. Recite the sentences containing metaphors. Write the two items being compared in the blanks. 

a. The museum curator is an old dinosaur. (_______________ compared to ________________) 

b. Sally is a fraidy cat. (________________ compared to ________________) 

c. Her bedroom was a disaster zone. (________________ compared to ________________) 

d. The vampire grinned, revealing bone daggers. (_____________ compared to ______________) 

e. His garden was paradise on earth.  (________________ compared to ________________) 

2. Identify the Metaphors and Rhyming Words 

a. Circle the metaphors in the poem excerpt. 
b. Assign letters to the sentences to reveal the rhyming scheme. 

           Rhyming Scheme (e.g. A-A-B-B) 

Sometime too hot the eye of heaven shines,      (     ) 

And often is his gold complexion dimmed;      (     ) 

And every fair from fair sometime declines,      (     ) 

By chance, or nature's changing course, untrimmed;    (     ) 

But thy eternal summer shall not fade,       (     ) 

Nor lose possession of that fair thou ow'st,      (     ) 

Nor shall death brag thou wand'rest in his shade,     (     ) 

When in eternal lines to Time thou grow'st.      (     ) 
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3. Fill in the blanks to complete the metaphors. 

a. The ________________________________ was a ________________________________. 

b. The ________________________________ was a ________________________________. 

c. The ________________________________ is a ________________________________. 

d. The ________________________________ is a ________________________________. 

CREATE NOVEL ARTWORK  (Illustrate something you find beautiful.) 
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LESSON 15: " WHEN I H AVE FEARS"  
BY JOHN KEATS (METAPHOR)  

FEATURED POEM  

POEM TRANSLATION  

When I have fears that I may cease to be When I fear dying 

Before my pen has gleaned my teeming brain, Before I've written everything I want to write about 

Before high-pilèd books, in charactery, Before I've written a big stack of books 

Hold like rich garners the full ripened grain; The books are a granary holding my words of ripe grain 

When I behold, upon the night's starred face, When I look at the starry night sky 

Huge cloudy symbols of a high romance, I see foretellings of romance in the clouds 

And think that I may never live to trace However, I fear I might not live long enough 

Their shadows with the magic hand of chance; To find that fated love 

And when I feel, fair creature of an hour, I worry, my beautiful and short-lived, mortal true love 

That I shall never look upon thee more, That I will never see you 

Never have relish in the faery power But I've never really liked mystical, 

Of unreflecting loveñthen on the shore All-consuming love 

Of the wide world I stand alone, and think I stand alone on the shore of the world, thinking 

Till love and fame to nothingness do sink. Until love and fame no longer matter to me. 
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SYNOPSIS 

In John Keats' stark and ponderous poem, "When I have Fears," the narrator discusses his fears of not fully 

realizing his potential in life. He worries he will not write enough books. He worries he won't meet his fated 

true love. But as he ponders the universe, he realizes that earthly fame and love may ultimately be meaningless. 

RECITE POEM, TITLE, AND POET  

Practice reciting the poem, the poem title, and the name of the poet. 

NARRATE THE POEM   

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

COMPLETE COPYWORK 

When I have fears that I may cease to be 

Before my pen has gleaned my teeming brain, 

Before high-pilèd books, in charactery, 

Hold like rich garners the full ripened grain; 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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COMPLETE DICTATION  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

DEVICE IDENTIFICATION  AND EMPLOYMENT  

1. Recite the sentences containing metaphors. Write the two items being compared in the blanks. 

a. The old firecracker danced a spirited jig. (_______________ compared to ________________) 

b. The ballroom was a fairyland. (________________ compared to ________________) 

c. The oven in the sky baked us with its rays. (____________ compared to _____________) 

d. The truck was a growling monster. (_____________ compared to ______________) 

e. The child was a whirling dervish.  (________________ compared to ________________) 

2. Review the poem and identify a few examples of alliteration. 

3. Identify the Metaphors and Rhyming Words 

a. Circle the metaphors in the poem excerpt. 
b. Assign letters to the sentences to reveal the rhyming scheme. 

           Rhyming Scheme (e.g. A-A-B-B) 

When I have fears that I may cease to be     (     ) 

Before my pen has gleaned my teeming brain,     (     ) 

Before high-pilèd books, in charactery,      (     ) 

Hold like rich garners the full ripened grain;     (     ) 

When I behold, upon the night's starred face,     (     ) 

Huge cloudy symbols of a high romance,      (     ) 

And think that I may never live to trace     (     ) 

Their shadows with the magic hand of chance;    (     ) 
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4. Write a poem of six lines, employing at least one metaphor and the traditional rhyming scheme. 

   ____________________________________________________________________  (A) 

   ____________________________________________________________________  (B) 

   ____________________________________________________________________  (A) 

   ____________________________________________________________________  (B) 

   ____________________________________________________________________  (A) 

   ____________________________________________________________________  (B) 

CREATE NOVEL ARTWORK  (Portray something you fear.) 
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LESSON 16: " SYMPATHY"  
BY PAUL LAURENCE DUNBAR  (METAPHOR)  

FEATURED POEM  

I know what the caged bird feels, alas! 

When the sun is bright on the upland slopes;  

When the wind stirs soft through the springing grass, 

And the river flows like a stream of glass; 

When the first bird sings and the first bud opes, 

And the faint perfume from its chalice stealsñ 

I know what the caged bird feels! 

 

I know why the caged bird beats his wing 

Till its blood is red on the cruel bars; 

For he must fly back to his perch and cling 

When he fain would be on the bough a-swing; 

And a pain still throbs in the old, old scars 

And they pulse again with a keener stingñ 

I know why he beats his wing! 

 

I know why the caged bird sings, ah me, 

When his wing is bruised and his bosom sore,ñ 

When he beats his bars and he would be free; 

It is not a carol of joy or glee, 

But a prayer that he sends from his heart's deep core, 

But a plea, that upward to Heaven he flingsñ 

I know why the caged bird sings! 
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SYNOPSIS 

Paul Laurence Dunbar's heart-wrenching poem, "Sympathy," is an extended metaphor, comparing oppressed 

people (e.g. minorities in an oppressive society) to a bird trapped in a cage. The bird longs for the beautiful 

breezes and sunlight of freedom so keenly, it bloodies its beating wings while trying to escape the cage. The 

bird sings not with happiness, but to pray to heaven for mercy. 

RECITE POEM, TITLE, AND POET  

Practice reciting the poem, the poem title, and the name of the poet. 

NARRATE THE POEM   

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

COMPLETE COPYWORK 

I know why the caged bird sings, ah me, 

When his wing is bruised and his bosom sore,ñ 

When he beats his bars and he would be free; 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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COMPLETE DICTATION  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

DEVICE IDENTIFICATION  AND EMPLOYMENT  

1. Recite the sentences containing metaphors. Write the two items being compared in the blanks. 

a. Her fingernails were sharpened scissors. (_______________ compared to ________________) 

b. His nose was a sharp-peaked mountain. (_______________ compared to ________________) 

c. The mower cut the jungle ensnaring the backyard. (___________ compared to ____________) 

d. The girl was a princess in her costume. (________________ compared to ________________) 

e. Her runny nose was a faucet.  (________________ compared to ________________) 

2. Find a few examples of alliteration in the poem. 

3. Find any similes in the poem and name the pairs of elements compared. 

4. Identify the Metaphors and Rhyming Words 

a. Circle the metaphors in the poem excerpt. 
b. Assign letters to the sentences to reveal the rhyming scheme. 

           Rhyming Scheme (e.g. A-A-B-B) 

I know why the caged bird beats his wing     (     ) 

Till its blood is red on the cruel bars;      (     ) 

For he must fly back to his perch and cling    (     ) 

When he fain would be on the bough a-swing;    (     ) 

And a pain still throbs in the old, old scars    (     ) 

And they pulse again with a keener stingñ    (     ) 

I know why he beats his wing!        (     ) 
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5. Write a poem of six lines, employing at least one metaphor and the couplet rhyming scheme. 

   ____________________________________________________________________  (A) 

   ____________________________________________________________________  (A) 

   ____________________________________________________________________  (B) 

   ____________________________________________________________________  (B) 

   ____________________________________________________________________  (C) 

   ____________________________________________________________________  (C) 

CREATE NOVEL ARTWORK  (Illustrate your ideas on captivity and freedom.) 
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PART V: PERSONIFICATION  

INTRODUCTION  

Recall that literary devices are defined as "rules of thumb, convention, or structure that are employed in 

literature and storytelling." The next four professorial lessons don their reading glasses as they lecture the 

reader on the use of personification in poetry. 

1. Rhyming 

2. Alliteration 

3. Simile 

4. Metaphor 

5. Personification 

6. Foreshadowing 

7. Allusion 

8. Hyperbole 

9. Onomatopoeia 

Personification is a literary device in which an object or an idea is given human qualities. For example: 

Personification Example Explanation 

The bee scolded the little boy who neared its hive. The bee is personified via the human action of 
scolding. 

The stone merrily skipped down the steep slope. The stone is personified via the human action of 
skipping and the human emotion of merriment. 

The horse said hello to the little girl. The horse is personified via the human action of 
saying hello. 

The moon beamed down at the boy with love. The moon is personified with the human action of 
beaming (smiling). 

The rotten smell of garbage smacked me over the 
head. 

The scent is personified with the human action of 
striking someone. 

The pants on the clothes line danced a sprightly jig 
in the wind. 

The pants are personified with the human action of 
dancing a jig. 
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LESSON 17: " STOPPING BY WOODS ON A SNOWY EVENING "  
BY ROBERT FROST (PERSONIFICATION ) 

FEATURED POEM  

Whose woods these are I think I know.  

His house is in the village though; 

He will not see me stopping here 

To watch his woods fill up with snow. 

 

My little horse must think it queer 

To stop without a farmhouse near 

Between the woods and frozen lake 

The darkest evening of the year. 

 

He gives his harness bells a shake 

To ask if there is some mistake. 

The only other sound's the sweep 

Of easy wind and downy flake. 

 

The woods are lovely, dark and deep, 

But I have promises to keep, 

And miles to go before I sleep, 

And miles to go before I sleep. 
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SYNOPSIS 

"Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening" by Robert Frost personifies a horse. The horse thinks things are 

strange and shakes its harness to ask whether a mistake has been made when the narrator stops in the middle 

of the dark woods. The narrator thinks he knows who owns the property he's stopped upon. However, the 

owner lives in town and will never know he stopped there. The narrator knows he must get going. He has 

miles to go before he reaches his destination. It remains an intriguing mystery as to why the narrator stopped 

at that particular place in the woods. 

RECITE POEM, TITLE, AND POET  

Practice reciting the poem, the poem title, and the name of the poet. 

NARRATE THE POEM   

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

COMPLETE COPYWORK 

My little horse must think it queer 

To stop without a farmhouse near 

Between the woods and frozen lake 

The darkest evening of the year. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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COMPLETE DICTATION  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

DEVICE IDENTIFICATION  AND EMPLOYMENT  

1. Recite the examples and identify the object being personified. 

a. The leaf danced across the yard. (________________________ is personified) 

b. The sun peeped out through the clouds. (________________________ is personified) 

c. The mower muttered in disgust when I tried to start it. (____________________ is personified) 

d. The scent of apple pie crooked its finger, beckoning me. (__________________ is personified) 

e. The tornado siren wailed through the night. (________________________ is personified) 

2. Find a few examples of alliteration in the poem. 

3. Identify the Metaphors and Rhyming Words 

a. Circle the instances of personification in the poem excerpt. 
b. Assign letters to the sentences to reveal the rhyming scheme. 

         Rhyming Scheme (e.g. A-A-B-B) 

My little horse must think it queer    (     ) 

To stop without a farmhouse near    (     ) 

Between the woods and frozen lake    (     ) 

The darkest evening of the year.      (     ) 

 

He gives his harness bells a shake    (     ) 

To ask if there is some mistake.      (     ) 

The only other sound's the sweep    (     ) 

Of easy wind and downy flake.      (     ) 
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4. Complete the sentences to personify each subject. 

a. The dog ___________________________________________________________________. 

b. The clock __________________________________________________________________. 

c. The wolf ___________________________________________________________________. 

d. The house __________________________________________________________________. 

CREATE NOVEL ARTWORK  (Draw a personified horse.) 
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LESSON 18: " SHE SWEEPS WITH MANY-COLORED BROOMS"  
BY EMILY DICKINSON (PERSONIFICATION ) 

FEATURED POEM  

 

She sweeps with many-colored brooms, 

And leaves the shreds behind; 

Oh, housewife in the evening west, 

Come back, and dust the pond! 

 

You dropped a purple ravelling in, 

You dropped an amber thread; 

And now you've littered all the East 

With duds of emerald! 

 

And still she plies her spotted brooms, 

And still the aprons fly, 

Till brooms fade softly into starsñ 

And then I come away. 
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SYNOPSIS 

Emily Dickinson's charming "She Sweeps with Many-Colored Brooms," personifies the sun. Dickinson 

compares the setting sun with a housewife who sweeps her house at the end of the day. The rays of light are 

compared to a broom that leaves behind fragments, or the lingering colors of the sunset. The housewife's 

white apron represents the flying clouds. The broom and its colorful remnants slowly fade away into stars as 

night approaches. 

RECITE POEM, TITLE, AND POET  

Practice reciting the poem, the poem title, and the name of the poet. 

NARRATE THE POEM   

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

COMPLETE C OPYWORK 

She sweeps with many-colored brooms, 

And leaves the shreds behind; 

Oh, housewife in the evening west, 

Come back, and dust the pond! 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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COMPLETE DICTATION  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

DEVICE IDENTIFICATION  AND EMPLOYMENT  

1. Recite the examples and identify the object being personified. 

a. The ocean waved a frothy farewell. (________________________ is personified) 

b. The fire hissed angrily as I doused it with water. (________________________ is personified) 

c. The bird sang, imploring me to come outside. (____________________ is personified) 

d. The parched earth drank up the rain. (___________________ is personified) 

e. The angry welt across her arm turned purple. (________________________ is personified) 

2. Study the poem and circle any instances of personification. 

She sweeps with many-colored brooms, 

And leaves the shreds behind; 

Oh, housewife in the evening west, 

Come back, and dust the pond! 

 

You dropped a purple ravelling in, 

You dropped an amber thread; 

And now you've littered all the East 

With duds of emerald! 

 

And still she plies her spotted brooms, 

And still the aprons fly, 

Till brooms fade softly into starsñ 

And then I come away. 
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3. Complete the sentences to personify each subject. 

a. The broom _________________________________________________________________. 

b. The dress __________________________________________________________________. 

c. The old groundhog ___________________________________________________________. 

d. The star ___________________________________________________________________. 

CREATE NOVEL ARTWORK  (Illustrate a personified sun.) 
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LESSON 19: " MOWING "  
BY ROBERT FROST (PERSONIFICATION ) 

FEATURED POEM  

There was never a sound beside the wood but one, 

And that was my long scythe whispering to the ground. 

What was it it whispered? I knew not well myself; 

Perhaps it was something about the heat of the sun, 

Something, perhaps, about the lack of soundñ 

And that was why it whispered and did not speak. 

It was no dream of the gift of idle hours, 

Or easy gold at the hand of fay or elf: 

Anything more than the truth would have seemed too weak 

To the earnest love that laid the swale in rows, 

Not without feeble-pointed spikes of flowers 

Pale orchises, and scared a bright green snake. 

The fact is the sweetest dream that labor knows. 

My long scythe whispered and left the hay to make.
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SYNOPSIS 

In Robert Frost's "Mowing," the narrator cuts hay and imagines their scythe is whispering secret messages to 

the ground. They ponder what the scythe is saying - perhaps something about the hot sun or the quiet. They 

don't think the scythe dreams of lazing about or easy riches. Rather, the narrator believes accomplishing simple 

work is enough for the scythe, whether by cutting rows of hay or scaring green snakes. 

RECITE POEM, TITLE, AND POET  

Practice reciting the poem, the poem title, and the name of the poet. 

NARRATE THE POEM   

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

COMPLETE COPYWORK 

There was never a sound beside the wood but one, 

And that was my long scythe whispering to the ground. 

What was it it whispered? I knew not well myself; 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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COMPLETE DICTATION  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

DEVICE IDENTIFICATION  AND EMPLOYMENT  

1. Recite the examples and identify the object being personified. 

a. The sullen leaf refused to float down the gutter. (________________________ is personified) 

b. The daisy bobbed its head in time to the bird song. (_______________________ is personified) 

c. The snake hissed menacing threats to the small boy. (____________________ is personified) 

d. The diamond ring flashed, mocking in its brilliance. (___________________ is personified) 

e. The roof groaned it would succumb to the hurricane. (_____________________ is personified) 

2. Identify the Personification Instances and Rhyming Words 

a. Circle the instances of personification in the poem excerpt. 
b. Assign letters to the sentences to reveal the rhyming scheme. 

            Rhyming Scheme (e.g. A-A-B-B) 
There was never a sound beside the wood but one,    (     )    

And that was my long scythe whispering to the ground.   (     ) 

What was it it whispered? I know not well myself;     (     ) 

Perhaps it was something about the heat of the sun,    (     ) 

Something perhaps, about the lack of soundñ    (     ) 

And that was why it whispered and did not speak.     (     ) 

It was not dream of the gift of idle hours,      (     ) 

Or easy gold at the hand of fay or elf:       (     ) 

Anything more than the truth would have seemed too weak  (     ) 

To the earnest love that laid the swale in rows,     (     ) 

Not without feeble-pointed spikes of flowers     (     ) 

(Pale orchises), and scared a bright green snake.     (     ) 

The fact is the sweetest dream that labor knows.     (     ) 

My long scythe whispered and left the hay to make.    (     ) 
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3. Write a poem of six lines, employing personification at least once and the designated rhyming scheme. 

   ____________________________________________________________________  (A) 

   ____________________________________________________________________  (B) 

   ____________________________________________________________________  (B) 

   ____________________________________________________________________  (A) 

   ____________________________________________________________________  (C) 

   ____________________________________________________________________  (C) 

CREATE NOVEL ARTWORK  (Sketch a personified scythe.) 
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LESSON 20: " THE RAILWAY TRAIN "  
BY EMILY DICKINSON (PERSONIFICATION ) 

FEATURED POEM  

 

I like to see it lap the miles, 

And lick the valleys up, 

And stop to feed itself at tanks; 

And then, prodigious, step 

 

Around a pile of mountains, 

And, supercilious, peer 

In shanties, by the sides of roads; 

And then a quarry pare 

 

To fit its sides, and crawl between, 

Complaining all the while 

In horrid, hooting stanza; 

Then chase itself downhill 

 

And neigh like Boanerges; 

Then, punctual as a star, 

Stop--docile and omnipotent-- 

At its own stable door.
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SYNOPSIS 

Emily Dickinson's "The Railway Train" personifies a traveling train. The poem can also be seen as an extended 

metaphor, comparing the train to an animal. The animalistic train laps up miles, licks up valleys, feeds at fuel 

tanks, crawls, and neighs. 

RECITE POEM, TITLE, AND POET  

Practice reciting the poem, the poem title, and the name of the poet. 

NARRATE THE POEM   

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

COMPLETE COPYWORK 

I like to see it lap the miles, 

And lick the valleys up, 

And stop to feed itself at tanks; 

And then, prodigious, step 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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COMPLETE DICTATION  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

DEVICE IDENTIFICATION  AND EMPLOYMENT  

1. Recite the examples and identify the object being personified. 

a. The cockroach sauntered across the table. (________________________ is personified) 

b. The star winked at me. (_______________________ is personified) 

c. I broke the pencil's backbone. (____________________ is personified) 

d. The big dog laughed at the little dog. (___________________ is personified) 

e. The llama stuck its nose in the air and sashayed off. (_____________________ is personified) 

2. Find any similes in the poem and name the pairs of elements compared. 

3. Study the poem and circle any instances of personification. 

I like to see it lap the miles, 

And lick the valleys up, 

And stop to feed itself at tanks; 

And then, prodigious, step 

 

Around a pile of mountains, 

And, supercilious, peer 

In shanties, by the sides of roads; 

And then a quarry pare 

 

To fit its sides, and crawl between, 

Complaining all the while 

In horrid, hooting stanza; 

Then chase itself downhill. 
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4. Write a poem of six lines, employing personification at least once and the designated rhyming scheme. 

   ____________________________________________________________________  (A) 

   ____________________________________________________________________  (A) 

   ____________________________________________________________________  (B) 

   ____________________________________________________________________  (C) 

   ____________________________________________________________________  (C) 

   ____________________________________________________________________  (B) 

CREATE NOVEL ARTWORK  (Draw a personified object of your choice.) 
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PART VI : FORESHADOWING  

INTRODUCTION  

Recall that literary devices are defined as "rules of thumb, convention, or structure that are employed in 

literature and storytelling." The next four lessons introduce foreshadowing in poetry, portending future literary 

successes for the studious reader. 

1. Rhyming 

2. Alliteration 

3. Simile 

4. Metaphor 

5. Personification 

6. Foreshadowing 

7. Allusion 

8. Hyperbole 

9. Onomatopoeia 

Foreshadowing is a literary device whereby an author drops hints or symbolic representations of plot 
developments to come later in the story. For example: 

Foreshadowing Example Explanation 

Ominous music emanated from the open door of the 
dilapidated house. "Don't come inside, you'd better hide," 
crooned the singer. 

The song lyrics foreshadow trouble if 
anyone enters the house. 

Aunt Milly stumbled, clutching her knee. "My arthritis flares 
whenever there's a storm," she said. "But I've never felt a pain 
as bad as this one." 

Aunt Milly's extreme knee pain 
foreshadows a record-setting storm in the 
near future. 

As the girl walked the dog down the dark, wooded path, the 
hair on the back of the dog's neck raised and he growled. 

The dog's hair standing up and his growing 
foreshadow danger approaching. 

"If I won the lottery, I'd buy my mom a new wheelchair," the 
boy said. "But miracles don't happen to people like us." The 
richly dressed stranger smiled at the boy. "Don't lose hope. 
Miracles happen every day to all types of people." 

The stranger's words foreshadow that he 
may help the boy's mother in the future. 

The little girl peered into the cave, curiosity lighting up her 
face. "Never go into the cave," the girl's mother warned. 

The excerpt foreshadows that the girl will 
go into the cave and encounter danger. 

The old soothsayer dropped the chicken bones, which 
clattered onto the table and formed a skull and crossbones 
shape. "The pirates are blowing this way," she hissed. "And 
death is coming with them." 

The chicken bones symbolize and 
foreshadow the arrival of pirates, conflict, 
and death. 
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LESSON 21: " SPRING RAIN"  
BY SARA TEASDALE (FORESHADOWING ) 

FEATURED POEM  

I thought I had forgotten,  

But it all came back again 

Tonight with the first spring thunder 

In a rush of rain. 

 

I remembered a darkened doorway 

Where we stood while the storm swept by, 

Thunder gripping the earth 

And lightning scrawled on the sky. 

 

The passing motor busses swayed, 

For the street was a river of rain, 

Lashed into little golden waves 

In the lamp light's stain. 

 

With the wild spring rain and thunder 

My heart was wild and gay; 

Your eyes said more to me that night 

Than your lips would ever say... 

 

I thought I had forgotten, 

But it all came back again 

Tonight with the first spring thunder 

In a rush of rain.

SYNOPSIS 

Sara Teasdale's "Spring Rain" uses both flashbacks and foreshadowing for effect. A spring thunderstorm 

causes the narrator to flash back to a time when she waited out a storm in a doorway with another person. 

Little details, such as the passing busses and the light shining on the water, have stuck in the narrator's memory. 

The narrator gazed into the other person's eyes as her heart pounded, hinting at romance. The two exchange 

looks saying more than any of their future conversations, foreshadowing perhaps they would soon part ways. 
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RECITE POEM, TITLE, AND POET  

Practice reciting the poem, the poem title, and the name of the poet. 

NARRATE THE POEM   

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

COMPLETE COPYWORK 

I thought I had forgotten, 

But it all came back again 

Tonight with the first spring thunder 

In a rush of rain. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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COMPLET E DICTATION  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

DEVICE IDENTIFICATION  AND EMPLOYMENT  

1. Recite the examples and write your prediction of the future event being foreshadowed. 

a. The pack of children fled the furious man. "Don't fall behind," Sarah warned little Timmy. 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

"I'll easily carry you," Mark boasted to Sally, flexing his biceps. "Don't bet on it," Sally replied. 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

b. "Call if you need me," Peter's mother said. Peter waved, not realizing he'd forgotten his phone. 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

c. Every time the boy passed the woman's perfectly groomed house, he shivered. 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

d. Larry's father ended the call. "Better hope you never meet your Uncle Jim," he said to Larry. 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Find a few examples of alliteration in the poem. 

3. Identify the Devices 

a. Circle the instances of foreshadowing in the poem excerpt. 
b. Assign letters to the sentences to reveal the rhyming scheme. 

            Rhyming Scheme (e.g. A-A-B-B) 

With the wild spring rain and thunder      (     ) 
My heart was wild and gay;          (     ) 
Your eyes said more to me that night       (     ) 
Than your lips would ever say...         (     ) 
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4. Complete the sentences to foreshadow or hint something to come in the future. 

a. If only I had known ___________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________. 

b. "Jimmy, be sure to ______________________________________________," said my mother. 

c. A crystal ball might have told me _________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________. 

d. "Don't forget your ___________________________________________," my teacher warned. 

CREATE NOVEL ARTWORK  (Draw something you once forgot and then remembered.) 
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LESSON 22: " I HAVE A RENDEZVOUS WITH DEATH "  
BY ALAN SEEGER (FORESHADOWING ) 

FEATURED POEM  

I have a rendezvous with Death  

At some disputed barricade, 

When Spring comes back with rustling shade 

And apple-blossoms fill the airñ 

I have a rendezvous with Death 

When Spring brings back blue days and fair. 

 

It may be he shall take my hand 

And lead me into his dark land 

And close my eyes and quench my breathñ 

It may be I shall pass him still. 

I have a rendezvous with Death 

On some scarred slope of battered hill, 

When Spring comes round again this year 

And the first meadow-flowers appear. 

 

God knows 'twere better to be deep 

Pillowed in silk and scented down, 

Where Love throbs out in blissful sleep, 

Pulse nigh to pulse, and breath to breath, 

Where hushed awakenings are dear... 

But I've a rendezvous with Death 

At midnight in some flaming town, 

When Spring trips north again this year, 

And I to my pledged word am true, 

I shall not fail that rendezvous.
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SYNOPSIS 

Moved by idealism, American Alan Seeger volunteered to fight in World War I for the Foreign Legion of 

France. America had not yet entered the war. Seeger's poem, "I Have a Rendezvous with Death," foreshadows 

his death in battle. He imagines dying during the following spring on a battle-scarred hill in a burning town at 

midnight. Seeger's predictions partly came true. He died at the young age of 28 on the 4th of July while fighting 

in World War I. As Seeger was dying, others reported that he cheered on his fellow soldiers to the very end. 

RECITE POEM, TITLE, AND POET  

Practice reciting the poem, the poem title, and the name of the poet. 

NARRATE THE POEM   

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

COMPLETE COPYWORK 

When Spring comes back with rustling shade 

And apple-blossoms fill the airñ 

I have a rendezvous with Death 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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COMPLETE DICTATION  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

DEVICE IDENTIFICATION  AND EMPLOYMENT  

1. Recite the examples and write your prediction of the future event being foreshadowed. 

a. The rickety house leaned precariously. One strong push could collapse the whole thing. 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

b. The red-faced man struggled to climb the hill. "I gotta bad heart," he said to me. 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

c. "Wear your helmet," said Larry's mother. Larry pretended not to hear her as he rode away. 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

d. As the woman in black approached, goosebumps broke out over her skin. 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

e. The town bell clanged. Ben thought it was ringing in the hour, but the bell didn't stop at six. 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Find a few examples of alliteration in the poem. 

3. Identify the Poetic Devices 

a. Circle the instances of foreshadowing in the poem excerpt. 
b. Assign letters to the sentences to reveal the rhyming scheme. 

            Rhyming Scheme (e.g. A-A-B-B) 

It may be he shall take my hand        (     ) 

And lead me into his dark land        (     ) 

And close my eyes and quench my breathñ     (     ) 

It may be I shall pass him still.         (     ) 

I have a rendezvous with Death        (     ) 

On some scarred slope of battered hill.      (     ) 
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4. Complete the sentences to foreshadow or hint at something to come in the future. 

a. Little did I know at the time, _____________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________. 

b. My future might have been very different if I hadn't ___________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________. 

c. "If you let me borrow __________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________I promise I won't break it," my sister said. 

d. "If I had just remembered to ____________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________things would have turned out differently. 

CREATE NOVEL ARTWORK  (Draw something that foreshadows good luck in the future.) 
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LESSON 23: " THE TWINS "  
BY HENRY SAMBROOKE LEIG H (FORESHADOWING ) 

FEATURED POEM  

1. In form and feature, face and limb, 

I grew so like my brother, 

That folks got taking me for him, 

And each for one another. 

It puzzled all our kith and kin, 

It reached a fearful pitch; 

For one of us was born a twin, 

Yet not a soul knew which. 

 

2. One day, to make the matter worse, 

Before our names were fixed, 

As we were being washed by nurse, 

We got completely mixed; 

And thus, you see, by fate's decree, 

Or rather nurse's whim, 

My brother John got christened me, 

And I got christened him. 

 

3. This fatal likeness even dogged 

My footsteps when at school, 

And I was always getting flogged, 

For John turned out a fool. 

I put this question, fruitlessly, 

To everyone I knew, 

"What would you do, if you were me, 

To prove that you were you?" 

 

4. Our close resemblance turned the tide 

Of my domestic life, 

For somehow, my intended bride 

Became my brother's wife. 

In fact, year after year the same 

Absurd mistakes went on, 

And when I died, the neighbors came 

And buried brother John.
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SYNOPSIS 

In Henry Sambrooke Leigh's "The Twins," the narrator is mistaken for his identical twin, John, throughout 

his life. This confusion leads to negative and absurd consequences including being punished for his brother's 

misdeeds, his brother marrying the narrator's intended bride, and his brother being buried when the narrator 

dies. In the poem, phrases such as "It reached a fearful pitch" foreshadow the trouble the narrator and his 

brother will suffer from the twin-related mix-ups. 

RECITE POEM, TITLE, AND POET  

Practice reciting the poem, the poem title, and the name of the poet. 

NARRATE THE POEM   

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

COMPLETE COPYWORK 

In form and feature, face and limb, 

I grew so like my brother, 

That folks got taking me for him, 

And each for one another. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 



SONJA GLUMICH 

105 

COMPLETE DICTATION  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

DEVICE IDENTIFICATION  AND EMPLOYMENT  

1. Recite the examples and write your prediction of the future event being foreshadowed. 

a. "Do you smell that?" Timmy asked. "It smells like something burning." 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

b. The phone rang again and again, but each time Suzy answered, no one was on the other line. 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

c. The town's siren wailed, and all of the townsfolk fled to their basements. 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

d. A foreboding chill creeped along my spine as I entered the blackness of the haunted house. 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

e. "One day, your heroic acts will save many lives and gain you fame," said the palm reader. 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Find a few examples of alliteration in the poem. 

3. Identify the Poetic Devices 

a. Circle the instances of foreshadowing in the poem excerpt. 
b. Assign letters to the sentences to reveal the rhyming scheme. 

         Rhyming Scheme (e.g. A-A-B-B) 

I grew so like my brother,       (     ) 

That folks got taking me for him,     (     ) 

And each for one another.       (     ) 

It puzzled all our kith and kin,      (     ) 

It reached a fearful pitch;       (     ) 

For one of us was born a twin,      (     ) 

Yet not a soul knew which.       (     ) 
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4. Write a poem of six lines, employing foreshadowing at least once and the designated rhyming scheme. 

   ____________________________________________________________________  (A) 

   ____________________________________________________________________  (B) 

   ____________________________________________________________________  (C) 

   ____________________________________________________________________  (C) 

   ____________________________________________________________________  (B) 

   ____________________________________________________________________  (A) 

CREATE NOVEL ARTWORK  (Draw something that foreshadows an ominous future event.) 
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LESSON 24: " JABBERWOCKY"  
BY LEWIS CARROLL (FORESHADOWING ) 

FEATURED POEM  

POEM TRANSLATION  

'Twas brillig, and the slithy toves It was 4PM, time for cooking dinner, the slimy and lithe 

Did gyre and gimble in the wabe; badger/lizard/corkscrew creatures spun and made holes 
in the grass. 

All mimsy were the borogoves, The miserable/flimsy birds 

And the mome raths outgrabe. and green pigs bellowed/whistled/sneezed. 

"Beware the Jabberwock, my son Watch out for the Jabberwock son! 

The jaws that bite, the claws that catch! He bites and claws! 

Beware the Jubjub bird, and shun Watch out for the Jubjub bird, and avoid 

The frumious Bandersnatch!" the fuming/furious Bandersnatch (snapping creature 
that can extend its neck). 

He took his vorpal sword in hand; The son grabs his sword 

Long time the manxome foe he soughtñ and searches for his enemy for a long time. 

So rested he by the Tumtum tree, He stops to rest by a Tumtum tree 

And stood awhile in thought. And thinks for a bit. 

And, as in uffish thought he stood, As he's thinking and standing, 

The Jabberwock, with eyes of flame, The fiery-eyed Jabberwock, 

Came whiffling through the tulgey wood, Comes wheezing/sniffling through the woods 

And burbled as it came! and makes a bubbling sound. 

One, two! One, two! And through and through The son hits the Jabberwock four times, decapitating it. 

The vorpal blade went snicker-snack! The blade making a snicker-snack sound. 

He left it dead, and with its head The son leaves the Jabberwock dead, and takes its head 

He went galumphing back. and goes trotting/galloping back. 

"And hast thou slain the Jabberwock? Dad asks if his son has really killed the Jabberwock. 

Come to my arms, my beamish boy! Proud dad gives his son a hug. 

O frabjous day! Callooh! Callay!" Dad says, "What a fair, fabulous, and joyous day! 
Hooray!" 

He chortled in his joy. Dad chuckles with joy. 

'Twas brillig, and the slithy toves It was 4PM, time for cooking dinner, the slimy and lithe 

Did gyre and gimble in the wabe; badger/lizard/corkscrew creatures spun and made holes 
in the grass. 

All mimsy were the borogoves, The miserable/flimsy birds 

And the mome raths outgrabe. and green pigs bellowed/whistled/sneezed. 
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SYNOPSIS 

Don't worry if you don't recognize all of the words in Lewis Carroll's nonsense poem, "Jabberwocky." Many 

of the words are made up (see the translation). In the poem, a father warns his son about the fiery-eyed, 

clawing, biting Jabberwock. The son ignores his father's advice, grabs his sword, and ventures out. After the 

son kills the Jabberwock, he brings the head back to his father. His father is very proud, and all returns to 

normal. With the father's warning, the poem employs foreshadowing to hint at the upcoming battle. 

RECITE POEM, TITLE, AND POET  

Practice reciting the poem, the poem title, and the name of the poet. 

NARRATE THE POEM   

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

COMPLETE COPYWORK 

"Beware the Jabberwock, my son 

The jaws that bite, the claws that catch! 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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COMPLETE DICTATION  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

DEVICE IDENTIFICATION  AND EMPLOYMENT  

1. Recite the examples and write your prediction of the future event being foreshadowed. 

a. As Barry worried about his sick father, the sun broke through the clouds, illuminating Barry. 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

b. A rainbow sparkled over the outdoor graduation ceremony as the valedictorian gave her speech. 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

c. While David studied for his upcoming spelling test, he spotted a four-leaf clover. 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

d. Painful headaches began plaguing Annie. They grew so bad, one day, she couldn't get out of bed. 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Find a few examples of alliteration in the poem. 

3. Identify the Poetic Devices 

a. Circle the instances of foreshadowing in the poem excerpt. 
b. Assign letters to the sentences to reveal the rhyming scheme. 

         Rhyming Scheme (e.g. A-A-B-B) 

"Beware the Jabberwock, my son    (     ) 

The jaws that bite, the claws that catch!    (     ) 

Beware the Jubjub bird, and shun    (     ) 

The frumious Bandersnatch!"      (     )  

Do the four lines of the poem follow a traditional (ABAB), couplet (AABB), enclosed (ABBA), or 
triplet (AAABBB) rhyming scheme? 

__________________________________________________________________________  
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4. Write a poem of six lines, employing foreshadowing at least once and the designated rhyming scheme. 

   ____________________________________________________________________  (A) 

   ____________________________________________________________________  (B) 

   ____________________________________________________________________  (C) 

   ____________________________________________________________________  (B) 

   ____________________________________________________________________  (C) 

   ____________________________________________________________________  (A) 

CREATE NOVEL ARTWORK  (Draw something that foreshadows a stranger coming to town.) 
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PART VII : ALLUSION  

INTRODUCTION  

Recall that literary devices are defined as "rules of thumb, convention, or structure that are employed in 

literature and storytelling." Like the great Merlin casting a spell, the next four lessons conjure up instances of 

allusion in poetry. 

1. Rhyming 

2. Alliteration 

3. Simile 

4. Metaphor 

5. Personification 

6. Foreshadowing 

7. Allusion 

8. Hyperbole 

9. Onomatopoeia 

Allusion is a literary device whereby an author makes a reference to something supposed to be known by the 
reader, but not explicitly mentioned. For example: 

Allusion Example Reference 

He imagined the beautiful, extensive garden was 
something like Adam and Eve once inhabited. 

The Garden of Eden in the Bible 

The girls set off on a raft down the small stream, like 
Tom and Huck on the great Mississippi. 

"The Adventures of Tom Sawyer," by Mark Twain 

With their tragic deaths, Emma and Max became 
star-crossed lovers. 

William Shakespeare's play, "Romeo and Juliet." 

Climbing the hill was a Herculean task for Billy, who 
struggled with a limp. 

The Roman god Hercules, who had great strength 
and courage and completed 12 great feats. 

The furious woman's hair writhed in the wind like 
snakes. When the scared boy looked upon her, he 
froze, as if turned into stone. 

Medusa, a monster from Greek mythology who had 
snakes for hair and turned those who looked upon 
her into stone. 

My grandfather clung so tightly to his money, I often 
expected him to break into a bitter, "Bah Humbug!" 

Miserly Scrooge from Charles Dickens' "A 
Christmas Carol" says, "Bah Humbug" in the novel. 
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LESSON 25: " FIRE AND ICE "  
BY ROBERT FROST (ALLUSION)  

FEATURED POEM  

Some say the world will end in fire,  

Some say in ice. 

From what I've tasted of desire 

I hold with those who favor fire. 

But if it had to perish twice, 

I think I know enough of hate 

To know that for destruction ice 

Is also great 

And would suffice. 

SYNOPSIS 

In "Fire and Ice," Robert Frost ponders whether fire or ice will bring about the end of the world. He remarks 

that either will do, but he believes fire will win out. Frost makes what some see as an allusion to the Bible in 

the poem. "Some say the world will end in fire," may be linked to Peter 3:7, which states, "the present heavens 

and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for the day of judgment." In the Bible, the day of judgement is the 

final trial of all humankind, when each is rewarded or punished according to his or her merits. Frost makes a 

second scientific allusion that the world may end in ice, perhaps due to our ever-expanding universe. An 

alternative interpretation of the poem advocates that fire stands for desire and ice for hatred. Either too much 

desire or too much hatred could potentially bring about the end of humanity via means such as nuclear warfare. 

RECITE POEM, TITLE, AND POET  

Practice reciting the poem, the poem title, and the name of the poet. 
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NARRATE THE POEM   

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

COMPLETE C OPYWORK 

Some say the world will end in fire, 

Some say in ice. 

From what I've tasted of desire 

I hold with those who favor fire. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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COMPLETE DICTATION  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

DEVICE IDENTIFICATION  AND EMPLOYMENT  

1. Recite the examples and identify the allusions. 

a. The little boy lined up his toy animals in pairs, like the animals going onto the Ark. 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

b. He loved her as much as Lancelot loved Guinevere. 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

c. Cupid must have hit her with his bow. She's head over heels for him. 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

d. Her lips curved into a Mona Lisa smile. 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Find a few examples of alliteration in the poem 

3. Identify the Poetic Devices 

a. Circle the instances of allusion in the poem. 
b. Assign letters to the sentences to reveal the rhyming scheme. 

         Rhyming Scheme (e.g. A-A-B-B) 

Some say the world will end in fire,     (     ) 

Some say in ice.         (     ) 

From what I've tasted of desire     (     ) 

I hold with those who favor fire.     (     ) 

But if it had to perish twice,      (     ) 

I think I know enough of hate     (     ) 

To know that for destruction ice     (     ) 

Is also great         (     ) 

And would suffice.        (     )  
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4. Complete the following sentences containing allusions to works of literature. 

a. Sarah felt like Alice in Wonderland when she_________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________. 

b. I imagined his Pinocchio nose growing when he ______________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________. 

c. The girl _________________________________________________________________, just  

like Dorothy in the Wizard of Oz. 

d. Like the Star of Bethlehem, _____________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________. 

CREATE NOVEL ARTWORK  (Draw a scene including both fire and ice.) 
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LESSON 26: " THE WORLD IS TOO MUC H WITH US "  
BY WILLIAM WORDSWORTH  (ALLUSION)  

FEATURED POEM  

The world is too much with us; late and soon, 

Getting and spending, we lay waste our powers; 

Little we see in Nature that is ours; 

We have given our hearts away, a sordid boon! 

This Sea that bares her bosom to the moon; 

The winds that will be howling at all hours, 

And are up-gathered now like sleeping flowers; 

For this, for everything, we are out of tune; 

 

It moves us not. Great God! I'd rather be 

A Pagan suckled in a creed outworn; 

So might I, standing on this pleasant lea, 

Have glimpses that would make me less forlorn; 

Have sight of Proteus rising from the sea; 

Or hear old Triton blow his wreathèd horn. 

SYNOPSIS 

William Wordsworth wrote "The World Is Too Much with Us" around 1802, in the midst of the First 

Industrial Revolution (circa 1760-1840). The first eight lines of the poem discuss problems caused by the 

Industrial Revolution, and the final six lines address the solution. Wordsworth criticizes humankind's elevation 

of consumerism and rejection of nature. He remarks he'd rather live in a Pagan, nature-worshipping world 

than a world full of greed and the destruction of nature. Wordsworth alludes to figures in Greek mythology, 

including Proteus, god of the sea, and Triton, messenger of the sea. 

RECITE POEM, TITLE, AND POET  

Practice reciting the poem, the poem title, and the name of the poet. 

  

Greek God of the Sea Proteus 


